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STATE/REGION
COVID-19: Assam to release 376
prisoners to decongest jails

Guwahati, Jul 23 (PTI): The Assam government will release
376 prisoners in the next few days to decongest jails across the
state after 535 inmates tested positive for COVID-19, an official
said on Thursday. Of the 376 prisoners to be released, 111 are
presently lodged in Guwahati Central Jail, he said.

The rest of the prisoners are now lodged in the district jails
of Nalbari, Dhubri, Karimganj, North Lakhimpur, Golaghat,
Diphu and Udalguri, he added.

Assam Inspector General of Prisons Dasarath Das told PTI
that 535 prisoners in 10 jails across the state have been affected
by the pandemic. The highest number of 435 are from Guwahati. 

Das said the authorities were releasing prisoners at regular
intervals according to the direction of the Supreme Court to de-
congest the jails and another set of inmates will be released soon.

"The High Powered Committee formed after the SC set the
guidelines met yesterday. We have sent a proposal to release 376
prisoners from eight overcrowded jails. This includes 111 in-
mates from Guwahati Central Jail," he said.

"So far, we have released a total of 6,801 prisoners since
March to decongest the jails. This includes 6,671 undertrials,
who were released on bail and personal bonds. Out of these,
2,000 undertrials were released at one go in the initial period,"
Das said. Another 115, who are convicts, were allowed to go
home on annual leave, while 15 more were released on parole,
he added. Every eligible convict gets 30 days of annual leave
for emergency purposes according to the rule.

"Since March we have been taking various measures proac-
tively to make our jails coronavirus free and we succeeded to a
large extent. But after the first case on June 4, the inmates got
infected, mostly in Guwahati," the IG, Prisons said.

Das said a 200-bedded Covid Care Centre (CCC) has been
set up inside Guwahati Central Jail to treat asymptomatic pris-
oners and the authorities are creating a second such facility at
Nagaon Special Jail. Das said that the 31 jails and six detention
centres currently house around 8,800 inmates against the sanc-
tioned capacity of 8,938 after more than 300 inmates were re-
leased from the detention centres as well. 

"We are at a comfortable level now and implementing social
distancing inside the jails. Though we have released a huge num-
ber of prisoners, new inmates are coming in on a regular basis.
That is why the total number is not going down drastically," he
explained.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01 Manipur Chief Minister  N. Biren
Singh, in his welcome speech said that with such a project,
potable drinking water would be provided to every household
of the State by 2024. He mentioned that the New Development
Bank (NDB) funded project of Rs. 3054 crores is the largest
single compact project ever sanctioned by the Government of
India for Manipur. Biren further said under the leadership and
guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, there has been
visible positive change in Manipur in the last three years.
Various developmental activities are being taken up in the State
for the welfare of the people of Manipur. With the blessings of
the Prime Minister, the government could build a women's
market in every district of the State. Governor of Manipur Dr.
Najma Heptulla, Union Minister for Jal Shakti Shri Gajendra
Singh Sekhawat, Minister of State for the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) Dr. Jitendra
Singh (through video conferencing), Deputy Chief Minister,
Cabinet Ministers, MLAs, Chief Secretary and other high
ranking officials were present during the function.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01 An initiative has been taken to
make a waterway from Daudkandi of Bangladesh to Sonamura but
as there are some huge bridges near Comilla hence transportation
of goods through the waterway could not start yet there. A report
on this matter will come in the next 2-4 days. He said that PM
Narendra Modi wants to make Tripura a “Hira” and this work is
also moving fast.  The 100 ton shipment which has arrived today
saved Rs 50,000 while in Sabroom it will save Rs 800 per metric
ton in the near future. Our state exports goods worth Rs 30 crore
to Bangladesh through roadways now while in 2017-18 it was only
Rs 6 crore 46 lakhs. On the other hand goods worth Rs 384 crores
are imported from Bangladesh in Tripura in 2017-18 and that
amount has increased to Rs 644.78 crores in 2019-20. Deb further
added that once waterways starts then transportation of goods
worth almost Rs 400 crores can be exported in one year from the
state to Bangladesh while Bangladesh can import goods worth Rs
2000 crores in a year. He also hopes that Tripura will also be a
gateway to trade along with other North Eastern States very soon.
Biplab Kumar has thanked PM Narendra Modi and Bangladesh
PM Sheikh Hasina along with the common people of Bangladesh.
Other dignitaries viz Assistant High Commissioner of Bangladesh
Kiriti Chakma and Secretary of Department of Industries and
Commerce Kiran Gitte were present on this day.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01 professionals, accredited social
health activist (ASHA) workers, media people, sanitation staff,
civil administration employees along with all the citizens, the
government has increased the compensation for coronavirus
disease-related death from Rs 4 lakh to Rs 10 lakh. The State
Disaster Relief Fund will pay Rs 4 lakh and the rest Rs 6 lakh
will come from Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.

The DM & Collector of West Tripura and Dhalai districts
Dr Sandeep Mahatme and Govekar M Ratilal said that the matter
is already taken up to ripe the benefits of the government’s de-
cision to the victim family.   

They further added that necessary relevant papers and cer-
tificates etc are being collected for initiating proposals to the
nodal agency for according administrative sanction towards
compensatory ex-gratia payment to the COVID-19 related be-
reaved family. The Gomati and Unakoti districts did not have
any fatality records so far. 

The actions taken up by the rest of the four district authori-
ties could not be known yet. The people of Tripura want to see
that the benevolent decisions resolved in the council of ministers
are implementing at the earliest in the greater interest of the pub-
lic. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01 Uttar Pradesh (2,300), West
Bengal (2,291), Telangana (1,554), Bihar (1,417), Assam
(1,390), Delhi (1,227), Odisha (1,078), Kerala (1,038) and
Gujarat (1,020) contributed to around 75 per cent of the total
single-day spike of 45,720.

Of the 1,129 deaths reported in the last 24 hours, 518 are
from Tamil Nadu, 280 from Maharashtra, 65 from Andhra
Pradesh, 55 from Karnataka, 39 from West Bengal, 34 from
Uttar Pradesh, 29 from Delhi, 28 from Gujarat, 14 from Madhya
Pradesh and 10 from Jammu and Kashmir.

Telangana and Jharkhand have reported nine fatalities each
followed by Haryana with eight deaths, Assam, Punjab and Ra-
jasthan six each, Odisha five, Goa and Uttarakhand two each
while Kerala, Puducherry, Tripura and Chandigarh have regis-
tered a fatality each.

The number of tests for detection of the COVID-19 has
crossed the 15 crore-mark in the country.

According to the ICMR, a cumulative total of 1,50,75,369
samples have been tested up to July 22 with 3,50,823 samples
being tested on Wednesday.

Of the total 29,861 deaths reported so far, Maharashtra tops
the tally with 12,556 fatalities followed by Delhi with 3,719
deaths, Tamil Nadu 3,144, Gujarat 2,224, Karnataka 1,519, Uttar
Pradesh 1,263, West Bengal 1,221, Andhra Pradesh 823 and
Madhya Pradesh 770.

So far, 583 people have died of COVID-19 in Rajasthan,
438 in Telangana, 372 in Haryana, 273 in Jammu and Kashmir,
269 in Punjab, 217 in Bihar, 108 in Odisha, 64 in Assam and
Jharkhand each, 57 in Uttarakhand and 45 in Kerala.

Puducherry has registered 31 deaths, Chhattisgarh 29, Goa
28, Chandigarh 13, Himachal Pradesh 11, Tripura 9, Meghalaya
4, Arunachal Pradesh 3, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu and Ladakh has reported two fatality each.

The Health Ministry stressed that more than 70 per cent of
the deaths occurred due to comorbidities.

Maharashtra has reported the highest number of cases at
3,37,607 followed by Tamil Nadu at 1,86,492, Delhi at 1,26,323,
Karnataka at 75,833, Andhra Pradesh at 64,713, Uttar Pradesh
at 55,588, Gujarat at 51,399 and West Bengal at 49,321.

The number of COVID-19 cases has gone up to 49,259 in
Telangana, 32,334 in Rajasthan, 30,369 in Bihar, 28,186 in
Haryana, 26,772 in Assam and 24,842 in Madhya Pradesh.

Odisha has reported 19,835 infections, Jammu and Kashmir
15,711, Kerala 15,032, while Punjab has 11,301 cases.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01 There will be a written test for 60
marks, physical ability test for 30 marks and interview for 10
marks to get appointed in these posts’’, he said. More so,
technology would be used in the entire recruitment process so
that no manipulation could take place, he said adding that the
government would appoint 1100 Special Police Officers (SPOs)
to meet the urgency.  “They will not be appointed against the
vacant posts of police constables. Side by side, the government
has initiated a process to appoint Constables to augment the
existing shortage’’, he added.

Covid victims’ ex-gratia

Goods through water and

North-East India’s growth engine

Covid tally crossesTSR recruitment to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01 facility and connectivity of
Tripura with the rest of the country as the biggest achievement
of the BJP-led state government and also emphasized on the fact
that it has been possible only because of an extraordinary
goodwill of an exceptional Prime Minister like Narendra Modi. 

New outlets for give


